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2nd Annual NYC Regional Obesity Forum 
 

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
1468 Madison Ave (btw E 98th-101st)  

Annenberg Building, Stern Auditorium 
New York, NY 10029 

 
Keynote Speakers 

 
Kelly D. Brownell, Ph.D. 

Dean of the Sanford School of Public Policy 
Robert L. Flowers Professor of Public Policy 
Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience 

Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
Member, National Academy of Medicine 

Duke University 

 
Susan K. Fried, Ph.D. 

Professor of Medicine 
Director of Translational Adipose Biology and Obesity  

The Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism Institute 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

 
Tuesday, September 19th, 2017 

8:30 am – 4:30 pm 
 

Registration (free) and Abstract Submission open May, 1 
icahn.mssm.edu/nycrobesityforum 
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Visiting Mount Sinai Hospital 
 
The Mount Sinai Hospital stretches from East 
98th to 102nd Streets between Madison and Fifth 
Avenues on Manhattan's Upper East Side. 
 
The location of the NYCROF Meeting is: 
 
The Mount Sinai Hospital 
1468 Madison Avenue  
NY, NY 10029 
 
entrances at 1190 Fifth Avenue (at E. 101st 
Street) and 1468 Madison Avenue.  
 
 
 
Directions to The Mount Sinai Hospital 
 
Mount Sinai can be reached via the following public transit routes:  

• Subway line number 6 
• Bus lines M1, M2, M3, M4, M96, M98, M101, M102, M103, M106 
• Complete public transit information and maps can be found at:          

http://www.mta.info/ 
 
If you are traveling to Manhattan, via train, please refer to Amtrak services New York’s Penn Station and then 
visit the MTA website. 
 
If you are flying to Manhattan, shuttle, bus, taxi, and limo services are available from the three major area 
airports—LaGuardia, JFK International, and Newark International in New Jersey. 

• The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey offers comprehensive airport information, including 
information on transportation into Manhattan upon arrival. 

• NY.com lists transportation options from each airport and estimated rates and trip times. 
• Taxi and car service information is available through the New York Taxi and Limousine Service. 

 
If you are traveling to Manhattan by car, please visit the page below for driving directions: 
http://www.mountsinai.org/locations/mount-sinai/your-visit/locations 
 
Parking Options 
 
The parking garage is located at 1292 Park Ave, New York, NY  10029 (on 99th Street between Park and 
Madison Avenues). The garage is open 24 hours a day. Cash, credit and debit cards are accepted. Call 212-
241-5125 to inquire about hourly and daily rates. Metered parking on streets bordering the Mount Sinai 
campus is also available.  
 
Additional parking options in the surrounding area include: 

• MPG Parking: 6 East 102nd Street, New York, NY  10029, Between Madison and 5th Avenues, 212-
289-2959 

• Imperial Parking Systems: 1510 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY  10029, Entrance on 98th Street 
between Lexington and Park Avenues, 212-289-6257 

• GGMC Parking: 60 East 94th Street, New York, NY 10128, Between Madison and Park Avenues, 212-
369-9304 



  
 
Registration and badge pickup will be in the Annenberg Building, main level. 
 
Keynote and Oral Presentations and will take place in the Stern Auditorium (up stairs adjacent 
to elevators). *Elevator access to Stern Auditorium is from the west elevator bank  
 
Poster Presentations, refreshments and lunch will be in the Guggenheim Pavilion  

*	  



8:30-9:00 30min Arrive, coffee, poster set-up

9:00-9:10 10min Welcome remarks - Rudy Leibel & Ruth Loos

Chair: Claudia Doege (Columbia University Medical Center)

9:10-9:30 20min Short talk 1 - Brian Elbel (NYU School of Medicine) - "Childhood Obesity and the Food 
Environment: A Population-Based Sample of Public School Children in New York City"

9:30-9:50 20min Short talk 2 - Nan Shen (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai) - "Microbial 
Metabolomics After Bariatric Surgery in Humans"

9:50-10:40 5 intro+45min
Keynote 1: Kelly Brownell (Duke University) - "Harnessing Research to Create 
Nutrition-Related Policy Changes" 
Introduction: Rudy Leibel

10:40-11:10 30min Coffee/Networking/Poster viewing

Chair: Alpana Shukla (Weill Cornell Medicine)

11:10-11:30 20min

Short talk 3 - Suraj Teegala (Rutgers Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences) - The 
Glucose Sensitivity of Lateral Hypothalamic Area (LHA) Orexin Glucose-inhibited (GI) 
Neurons may influence reward-based feeding via Modulation of Ventral Tegmental Ara 
(VTA)Dopamine (DA) Neurons

11:30-11:50 20min Short talk 4 - Vidhu Thaker (Columbia University Medical Center) - "Novel model of the 
Child Eating Behavior Questionnaire in Children with Severe Early onset Obesity"

11:50-1:30 100min Lunch/Networking/Poster viewing and presentations (between 12:30 and 1:30)

Chair: Paul Cohen (Rockefeller University)

1:30-1:50 20min
Short talk 5 - Abhishek Vishnu (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai) - "The role of 
genetic and self-identified ancestry in determining obesity among African and Hispanic 
Americans"

1:50-2:10 20min
Short talk 6 - Evelyn Litwinoff (New York University Langone Medical Center) - "Myeloid 
RAGE Downregulates Lipid Metabolism in Obese Adipose Tissue and Increases Whole-
Body Obesity and Insulin Resistance"

2:10-3:00 5 intro+45min

Keynote 2: Susan K. Fried (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai) - "An 
adipocyte is not an adipocyte is not an adipocyte:  depot and sex differences in 
adipose growth, remodeling and function in obesity"
Introduction: Gary Schwartz

3:00-3:30 30min Coffee/Networking/Poster viewing

Chair: Kalypso Karastergiou (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai)

3:30-3:50 20min Short talk 7 - Daniel Kim (Stony Brook University) - "Spatial associations between county-
level income inequality and poverty with obesity rates among adults in New York State"

3:50-4:10 20min Short talk 8 - Loren Gianini (Columbia University Medical Center) - "Neural Mechanisms 
of Food Choice in Long-Term Weight Reduced Individuals"

4:10-4:20 10min Closing remarks, poster awards

New York City Regional Obesity Forum
Tuesday, September 19, 2017

1468 Madison Avenue - Stern Auditorium
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai - Mount Sinai Hospital
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